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One year ago I sat on the dais as Vice President of the 
American College of Cardiology and listened to newly 
installed President DeMaria’s address. At the beginning of 
his remarks he commented on how he felt at the time of his 
own induction as a Fellow of the College, stating, “I 
remember very well sitting there amid the pomp and cere- 
mony and thinking to myself ‘My goodness, when is this 
thing going to be over?’ ” I, too, remember the time of my 
own induction into the College and I know I was thinking the 
same thing. You will be pleased to know that the precedent 
established by Dr. DeMaria will, therefore, be continued this 
evening. 
I am acutely aware of the leadership role that the College 
plays in American as well as world cardiology. The College 
is rhe professional society for American cardiovascular 
specialists and many prominent cardiologists from abroad 
have fellowship status. This leadership role of the College 
did not come about spontaneously but rather through hard 
work and continued loyalty of previous College officers, 
trustees, governors and committee members. 
I am honored to accept the presidency of the American 
College of Cardiology and I do so with enthusiasm and a 
great deal of humility. I pledge to you that I will devote the 
time and energy required to fulfill my responsibilities in the 
tradition of my predecessors, Drs. DeMaria and Klocke and 
the many that have preceded them. 
I will now devote the rest of my time to addressing the 
new Fellows. I believe it is appropriate to remind you of the 
mission of the College. As Fellows of the College you must 
help carry out that mission, which is to foster optimal 
cardiovascular care and disease prevention. We accomplish 
this goal through professional education, promotion of re- 
search and leadership in the development of standards and 
formulation of health care policy. Tonight, I would like to 
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focus my remarks to you on professional education and the 
promotion and support of research. 
The development of standards and formulation of health 
care policy are of tremendous importance to College mem- 
bers and I can assure you that the College, through our 
Government Relations Committee, our new Private Sector 
Relations Committee and our Economics of Health Care 
Delivery Committee, is monitoring activities in these areas. 
Chapters of the College are performing similar tasks at the 
state level. 
Continuing medical education. Let me return to profes- 
sional education. What does the College now provide for its 
members and why is it important? Obviously, a major 
challenge facing all cardiovascular specialists is keeping 
current in our field. In all phases of cardiology there are 
rapid changes involving pathophysiology, pathogenesis, 
drug therapy, drug development, diagnostic and therapeutic 
procedures, surgical techniques and many more. The cardi- 
ologist practicing general cardiology such as myself has a 
difficult time keeping up with all of the subdivisions of our 
speciality. Beginning next year, adult cardiologists who pass 
the certification examination in cardiovascular disease will 
be required to take a recertification examination every 10 
years. Thus, the continuing education of our membership is 
a necessity not just a luxury. 
The American College of Cardiology is dedicated to 
providing continuing medical education for all of its mem- 
bers in a number of different ways. These include extramural 
programs, Learning Center programs, Learning Center 
Highlights, Journal of the American College of Cardiology, 
Bethesda conferences, ACCEL, annual scientific sessions, 
international education programs, the Griffith Resource Li- 
brary and chapter programs. The Educational Programs 
Committee of the College under the leadership of Dr. Robert 
Tancredi has the charge to review annually each of the 
component educational programs of the College and to 
identify new directions in educational programming. 
Thirty to 35 extramural programs are offered annually, 
covering numerous specialized and general aspects of car- 
diovascular medicine. At the present time three extramural 
programs are presented outside the United States: one in 
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Canada, one in Bermuda and one in Rome. Plans are 
underway to offer a program annually in a European city in 
cosponsorship with the European Society of Cardiology. 
The Learning Center at Heart House provides a similar 
number of postgraduate courses. Those of you who have 
attended courses at the Learning Center recognize the 
uniqueness of the facility and its ability to provide the 
appropriate milieu for close interaction between faculty and 
audience. A facility such as this exists nowhere else to my 
knowledge. 
The quarterly publication, Learning Center Highlights, is 
one of several outreach educational programs developed at 
the Learning Center and available to our membership. 
Several years ago, Dr. Charles Fisch had the idea that a 
publication highlighting a few topics discussed at the Learn- 
ing Center might be of interest to College members and 
provide an outreach educational program. The Highlights is 
now distributed to more than 20,000 cardiovascular special- 
ists throughout the world. The project has been quite suc- 
cessful and 1 have received numerous positive comments 
about its educational value. 
The Video Seminar Series on Echocardiography is an- 
other outreach program from the Learning Center that has 
been quite successful. It is edited by Drs. Miller, Seward 
and Tajik from the Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minnesota. 
The Journal of the American College of Cardiology, 
edited by Dr. Simon Dack, provides the latest information 
on clinical and scientific matters relating to the care of 
cardiac patients. This distinguished peer-reviewed Journal is 
received by more than 23,000 cardiovascular specialists and. 
because of its tremendous popularity with the readership, 
has now increased the number of regular published issues 
from I2 to 14 per year. The Bethesda Conferences, published 
in the Journal, provide a consensus report addressing impor- 
tant areas of concern to cardiovascular medicine. In re- 
sponse to a survey of our membership, Dr. Jeremy Swan and 
his committee are planning a conference on “Ethics in 
Cardiovascular Medicine” to be held at Heart House in 
October 1989. 
The audiovisual education arm of the College is coordi- 
nated by the ACCEL Committee. As a member of that 
committee and as a participant in the ACCEL audio tape 
journal, I have watched the extraordinary growth of this 
continuing medical education effort. Several factors have 
been responsible. but the major reason has been the enthu- 
siastic leadership of Dr. Sylvan Weinberg, who has made 
this audio journal a labor of love. Part of the ACCEL 
committee’s responsibility is to assist in the production of 
Cardiology Update, Lifetime Television’s highly successful 
program for physicians, which is hosted by Dr. Jeremy 
Swan. 
For the past 28 years Dr. Eliot Corday, Chairman of the 
International Education Committee, has taken small teach- 
ing faculties to many parts of the globe. This effort provides 
education for our colleagues abroad, but the teachers are 
also educated about the cardiovascular problems of the 
region. In addition, the good will engendered by these efforts 
cannot be counted in dollars. 
The Annual Scientijc Sessions remain, in my view, the 
premier educational experience for College members. As 
you have seen this week, this is an international meeting in 
which investigators and educators from the United States 
and all parts of the world participate. 
The Gri$th Resource Library houses one of the most 
comprehensive collections of cardiovascular materials in the 
world and offers a number of specialty services. These 
services include computerized literature searches. reprint 
copying services and a computerized nationwide information 
service available through AMA/NET. 
Recently, the College has initiuted the development of 
state chapters to provide more grassroots input through the 
College governors to the national organization. The first two 
chapters of the College were formed in Arizona and in my 
own state, Florida. I happen to believe that the chapter 
mechanism is good for the College for many reasons. From 
the standpoint of education, chapters are cosponsoring ex- 
tramural programs of the College. In Florida, we are under- 
taking a project combined with the Florida Affiliate of the 
American Heart Association to cosponsor an annual 10 
consecutive case conference. For a number of reasons, not 
the least of which is educational. I encourage al1 of you to 
join your state chapter of the American College of Cardiol- 
ogy when it is formed. 
Special role of the ACC Fellow in education and research. 
I have reviewed the formal education programs of the 
College. Now I charge you as new Fellows not only to 
continue learning but to continue teaching. It is not only the 
university physician who should be responsible for keeping 
colleagues abreast of new developments: I believe that you 
as cardiovascular specialists and as new members of the 
American College of Cardiology have that responsibility as 
well. I urge all of you to take on a leadership role as a teacher 
in your places of practice. 
Finally, let me say a few words about research and your 
role as a Fellow of the College. In 1989 clinical research is no 
longer solely in the realm of the university or academic 
cardiologist. Our colleagues in Europe, for example in Italy, 
have shown us that practicing cardiologists can and do 
participate in clinical research. The Gruppo Italian0 per lo 
Studio della Streptochinasi nell’Infarto Miocardico (GISSI) 
trial is a classic example. This trial was conducted princi- 
pally by practicing hospital cardiologists, not university 
cardiologists. You all know the impact of the GISSI trial on 
the practice of cardiology in the world. Of course, basic 
science still will be in the realm of the university. However, 
large clinical trials to answer important questions about all 
forms of therapy cannot be limited to university hospitals. 
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Large numbers of patients are required and thus it is imper- 
ative that practicing community cardiovascular specialists 
actively support and participate in these trials by contributing 
patients and clinical expertise. Earlier I urged all of you to 
consider yourselves clinical teachers. Now I urge all of you to 
consider yourselves clinical investigators as well. 
Convocations such as these serve several purposes with 
the principal purpose being to honor you, the new Fellows, 
for your past scholarly accomplishments. You have attained 
an important goal; fellowship in the American College of 
Cardiology. Don’t let that be the end of your learning. 
Scholarship should not stop with the awarding of fellowship. 
Your challenge and your responsibility in a tough world of 
competition and government and third party control of the 
practice of cardiovascular medicine is to continue a schol- 
arly course no matter what your future responsibilities will 
be. Only if we think like scientists will medicine become 
more scientific and, in my view, benefit our patients. The 
American College of Cardiology will continue to offer you 
access to all of your educational needs relating to the 
practice of your speciality. I urge you to take advantage of 
these opportunities. 
Again, my thanks for the privilege you have accorded to 
me to serve as your president for the coming year. 
